Introduction
The name "Cottage Gardens'^ has always stood for high quality. As we do no landscape work or planting, we are free to devote all of our time and energy to what has always been our aim-to produce the highest type of nursery stock possible. In purchasing, it has been our experience that the most satisfactory method is to visit the nursery and make your own selection of plants, and we much prefer this method of doing business. Orders by mail, however, will be given careful attention.
Location
The Cottage Gardens are located in the Borough of Queens, on Long Island, at the junction of Hillside Avenue and Springfield Boulevard, three miles east of Jamaica. The immediate vicinity is known as Queens Village, The Gardens are easily reached from New York City by motor, crossing the Queensboro Bridge and taking Queens Boulevard to Jamaica, and then Hillside Avenue to the nursery. The distance is about 12 miles. The Gardens may be reached via the Long Island Rail¬ road from Pennsylvania Station. Get off at Jamaica or Queens Village. There is a bus service from either of these stations direct to the junction of Hillside Avenue and Springfield Boulevard.
Guarantee
Our stock is grown and handled with the utmost care, frequently transplanted to insure good root-systems, and kept free of diseases and pests by rigorous inspection, by our own stall as w'ell as by the Govern¬ ment officials. VVe use every precaution in digging and preparing the plants for shipment, and if properly handled and planted in proper locations, our stock will give every satisfaction. However, as we have no control over conditions after the plants leave the nursery, we will not replace plants that fail to live or flourish. All complaints in regard to stock purchased must be made within ten days of receipt to receive consideration.
Delivery
Most of our deliveries are made by motor truck, for which we make a small charge. In case of freight or express shipment, we charge for packing at cost, except in case of carload lots, where no packing or loading charge is made.
Terms
Our terms are cash with order unless credit is established. The prices in this list are net. No discounts are allowed. In the case of personal selection of plants of higher quality, we reserve the right to make a higher charge than this list.
Suggestions for Planting
In the growing of trees and shrubs about the home and garden, success or failure depends entirely on the intelligent care that is used in locating and planting the stock and the preparation of the soil. There are a few easily understood rules bearing upon growing, and by closely following these, anyone can achieve complete success. We have en¬ deavored to give here a few suggestions as to how this success may be attained.
What to Plant
One of the most important things in the planting of nursery stock is to make sure, in advance of purchasing, whether or not the plants that you have in mind are suited to the location in which you intend to put them. Some types of trees and shrubs must be sheltered from high winds; some will not thrive in certain soils; and many do not do well if planted too close to large shade trees. When buying, be sure that what you buy will do well where you are about to plant it.
When to Plant
In general, trees and shrubs can be planted whenever they are dormant enough so as not to actually be in soft growth. Most planting is done in the spring, from the time that the soil can first be worked until later in the spring, when soft growth commences. Planting is resumed when the season's growth becomes sufficiently ripe and hardened, and continues until freezing weather sets in. Spring is the safest time to plant, as far as being sure that the plant will live. How¬ ever, there is an increasing tendency to plant in the fall, as stock trans¬ planted at that time, while it requires more care to insure success, makes roots during the fall and early winter and makes its normal growth during the following spring, while stock transplanted in the spring receives considerable check, and the first season's growth is below normal.
Soil-Preparation
This part of the planting, which is usually neglected entirely, is one of the most important steps in the whole proceeding. Without good soil, a tree may exist, but it will not thrive and attain the beauty that it should. If you have good soil to start with, it is sufficient to incorporate some rotted manure in the soil about the tree. If you have a poor soil, the hole in which you plant the tree should be dug much larger, and a mixture of good top soil and rotted manure used for filling the hole. It is also a good idea to cover the bottom of the hole with 6 to 8 inches of the same mixture. In the case of rhododendrons, azaleas, and similar acid-loving plants, peat or leaf-mold should be used instead of manure. While these preparations may be difficult and expensive, they will repay you many times over in the results that you get.
Receiving and Planting
When stock is received from the nursery, care should be taken that the roots never get dry previous to planting. The hole should be pre¬ pared so that the plant stands at the same depth as it stood in the nur¬ sery. This is very important. When filling the hole, tamp the soil well, and be sure that there are no air-spaces left around the roots. Fill the hole half full of soil, and then fill to the top with water. After the water has drained away, fill the hole to the top with soil. Tall trees that are likley to sway much in the wind should be guyed with wire to stakes firmly driven into the ground. Where the wires pass around the tree itself, they should be insulated with small sections of old garden hose, to prevent chafing the bark. A thorough soaking once a week is sufficient water, but it must be a thorough one. The water must penetrate all the way to the bottom of the roots. In case soaking rains occur, water¬ ing may be omitted. Newly planted evergreens will benefit by having their foliage sprayed with water during hot, dry weather.
General Care
Evergreens will be improved by an occasional light pruning, which should be done in the early spring. Deciduous trees should also be pruned in the spring. However, flowering shrubs should never be pruned until after they have bloomed, or they will not flower that season. In pruning shrubs, they should not be sheared, but should be thinned out by cutting out dead branches and those which lack vigor.
During the summer, and especially during protracted dry spells, the surface of the soil about trees and shrubs should be kept well broken up and should never be allowed to become baked. It is unnecessary to water established plants except in seasons of unusual dryness. In this case one good soaking of the soil is worth five daily light waterings.
Your trees and shrubs will also derive benefit from a mulch of manure during the winter, which should be lightly dug into the surface of the soil about their roots in the early spring. wood. An evergreen shrub with small, shining, dark green leaves, it lends itself better than any other plant to shearing into formal and semi-formal shapes. It is perfectly hardy and is an excellent subject, when sheared into pyramid or globe shapes, for aceents in the formal garden, or for evergreen edgings and low hedges. Boxwood is par¬ ticularly adapted to growing in tubs or boxes, and will resist the difficult growing conditions met with in penthouse and city-roof gardens or back yards better than most plants. It is also the handsomest plant adapted for this work. The variety Sempervirens, which we grow, when used as a semi-formal bush is in every way equal to the so-called oldfashioned Box, the cost of which is prohibitive for the average homeowner. Sempervirens is also far superior in color and hardiness to the various Japanese varieties which have lately appeared on the scene.
We grow our own Boxwood in California, where the climate and soil have proved exceptionally favorable to its production, and the plants we offer are unsurpassed in quality and low in price. unusually sheltered spot, it is worth a trial. As a subject for the cool greenhouse or winter forcing, it is unsurpassed. The color is a light flesh-pink, and the size and beauty of the flower is amazing. ANDROMEDA arborea (Oxydendrum arboreum). Sorrel Tree. The flowers are like the lily-of-the-valley and borne in July. A fine companion tree for our native dogwood, and no tree compares with it for intense coloring of foliage in the autumn.
PRICES
Each Each 3 to 4 ft.$2 50 1 6 to 7 ft.$5 00
CERASUS avium rosea pendula. Pink Weeping Japanese Cherry. Nothing is more beautiful than a fine specimen of the Weeping Cherry. 6-ft. top, grafted, $7.50 each. C. avium rosea plena pendula. Double Weeping Japanese Cherry. A double form of the above. 4 to 5-ft., bottom grafted, $7.50 each. C., James H. Veitch. Upright tree with large, full, double pink flowers.
5 to 6 ft.. $5 00 I 6 to 7 ft..$7 50 C. sieboldi. Double, dark pink flowers. Late blooming.
5 to 6 ft.$5 00 j 6 to 7 ft. CORNUS alternifolia. Pagoda Dogwood. Large shrub or flat-topped tree of distinctive branching habit. Cream-colored flowers in early summer, followed by bluish black fruit. 3 to 4 ft., $2.50 each. C. florida. White-flowering Dogwood. In early May, before the leaves appear, it beautifies the woodlands with its large white blossoms, and the flowers of some trees are tinged with pink. In autumn it is ablaze with bright red berries and foliage. 5 to 6 ft.$4 00 I 8 to 9 ft.$7 50 6 to 7 ft. 5 00 I C. florida rubra. Red-flowering Dogwood. This tree possesses the many good qualities of the White Dogwood and resembles it in all but the flowers, which in this case are red and very attractive. 3 to 4 ft.$5 00 I 6 ft.$15 00 4 to 5 ft. 7 50 I C. kousa. Japanese Dogwood. This tree harmonizes completely with our native Dogwood, but flowers about one month later. It bloops after the foliage comes out to afford ft a background. The ripe fruit resembles a strawberry and is most attractive. 2K to 3 ft.$2 50 I 4 to 5 ft.$5 00 3 to 4 ft. 3 50 I C. kousa chinensis. Chinese Dogwood. This beautiful rare White Dogwood was discovered some years ago in China by the late Dr. E. H. Wilson and was considered by the late Prof. C. S. Sargent to be one of the greatest gifts of the Orient to the gardens of eastern North America. The tree has all the good qualities of the Japanese Dogwood, but the individual flowers are very large, are produced in great abundance in May, and continue in bloom for a long period. 3 to 4 ft., $5 each.
FLOWERING TREES, continued
Cornus mas (mascula). Cornelian Cherry. Large bush or small tree with bright yellow flowers coming into bloom before the forsythia. 2 to 3 ft., $1.50 each.
CRAT^GUS oxyacantha pauli. Paul's Double Scarlet Hawthorn. Bright scarlet, double flowers in May. 6 to 7 ft., $5 each.
GORDONIA (Franklinia) alatamaha. A very rare small tree with handsome shining foliage and large, white, fragrant flowers during October and early November.
P fl P Pi P Ti 1 to 13^ ft.$5 00 1 3 ft.$10 00
HALESIA tetraptera. Silver Bell. Beautiful little tree having the branches thickly hung with the snow-white bells in early May. 6 to 8 ft.$5 00 1 10 to 12 ft.$10 00 KCELREUTERIA paniculata. Varnish Tree. A fine, low-growing, wellbranched tree from China, bearing large panicles of brilliant golden flowers in July, very valuable on account of its late flowering. M. stellata. Star Magnolia. Dwarf species from Japan, forming a round bush 8 to 10 feet high, with small leaves and pure white, star-like flowers. It is the first Magnolia to bloom in the spring. 13^ to 2 ft., $5 each.
PERSICA vulgaris rosea plena. Double Pink-flowering Peach. One of our most beautiful, early-flowering, small trees with double pink flowers. 4 to 5 ft., $2 each.
SOPHORA japonica. Japanese Pagoda Tree. A very attractive, roundheaded tree from Japan with leaves and flowers like the locust. Flowers creamy white, borne in panicles in midsummer. Specimens, 6 to 7 ft., $15 each.
S. viciifolia. A new and rare dwarf tree from western China, with small, dark glossy green leaves and blue and white pea-shaped flowers.
In the Arnold Arboretum, it has proved one of the most attractive small trees of recent introduction. Specimens, 5 ft., $15 each.
SYRINGA japonica. Tree Lilac. This small, round-topped tree from Japan grows to a height of from 15 to 20 feet. The large panicles of creamy white flowers, borne in June, are often 18 inches in length.
Each Each " ■.$5 00 3 to 4 ft.$2 50 4 to 5 ft. 3 50 5 to 6 ft. QUEENS VILLAGE, LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 19 Flowering Crab-Apples
The Flowering Crab-apples are very attractive, with their fragrant flowers in a great array of color from pure white to deep red, followed by beautifully colored fruits. It is hard to imagine anything more dainty and beautiful than a collection of these Flowering Crab-apples. As specimen trees or planted in groups for background to shrubbery plant¬ ings, they are very effective.
MALUS atrosanguinea. Carmine Crab. Makes a fine tree, covered with deep carmine flowers, followed by very ornamental fruit. V. dentatum. Arrow-wood. Large shrub 8 to 10 feet high, with white flowers and pink and blue berries in September. 3 to 4 ft.$1 00 1 4 to 5 ft.$2 50 V. dilatatum. Linden Viburnum. Makes an upright, compact bush 5 to 6 feet high. Valuable on account of its bright scarlet fruit which persists all winter. 234 to 3 ft.$1 50 I 3 to 4 ft.$2 50 V. lentago. Nannyberry. Large shrub with dark green leaves, followed by blue-black fruit. A. kaempferi. Torch Azalea. This floriferous shrub from Japan is, perhaps, the most spectacular of the whole race of Azaleas, making a bush 4 to 5 feet high, with flame-red flowers in late May and early June. 15 to 18 in.S2 50 I 1^ to 2 ft.$3 50
